One year of the American Revolution
-- April 1775 to March 1776 —
viewed from Cambridge Common.

Graham & Parks School
January 31, 2011
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Americans know the Revolution began in Boston
and at the Battles of Lexington & Concord.
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But a lot of it happened in Cambridge:

Everything important in the 15t year of the
Revolutionary War - April 1775 to March 1776 --
passed through Cambridge Common !



What is Cambridge Common?

« A Common was a place where all residents
could graze their cows.

* Not long after
the Mayflower,
the Puritans
started the town,

e and in 1630
established
the Common.

The Puritan




The Common

 In those days, Cambridge Common
extended all the way up to present-day
Linnaean Street.

* |n other words,
the land where
Graham & Parks
stands was once
part of the Common!
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On Linnaean Street,

the oldest house in Cambridge
shows where people’s homes began again.

Cooper-Frost-Austin House
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This plague shows
the view of two houses
that were across
Garden Street from
the Common
200 years ago.

Imagine you were
a 9-year-old child living
In one of them.

What could you have
seen from your doorstep
between April 1775
and May 17767




The night of April 18, 1775

* William Dawes rode through Cambridge
Common, on his way from Boston to Lexington
to warn that the British army was coming.
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Reinforcements came
through the Common.

» Revere was supposed to come 5= Faastti
through Cambridge too, but had to C|rc e ' north
to evade a British patrol near present-day
Union Square, before meeting up with Dawes.




Paul Revere Is more famous

* Longfellow wrote
“The Midnight Ride
of Paul Revere.”
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The midnight ride

» Longfellow lived at 105 Brattle St. (“Tory Row”),

—Today itist

ne Longfellow Historical Site.

— He Is buriec

In Mount Auburn Cemetery.
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The midnight ride

 ‘Dawes Island” at the
southern tip of the
Common has bronze
horseshoes in the ground
IN commemoration,

« and signs explaining
Cambridge history.
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Signs at Dawes Island
explain Cambridge history
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April 19, 1775:
The battles of Lexington & Concord.

 In Massachusetts we celebrate
April 19 every year as Patriot’'s Day.

« Some Cambridge Minutemen went to the battles.
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Cambridge Minutemen

* Others waited in North Cambridge to ambush

the redcoats on their way back to Boston

S

. Several were killed by British soldiers
* and are buried in The OIld Burying Ground.



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.awaywego.com/images/Minuteman%20Natl%20Historic%20Site%20-%20Hartwell%20Tavern%20Minuteman%20shooting%20musket%20(5).JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.awaywego.com/june_2010_east%20coast.htm&usg=__MMX8em__oj4b4EZaEj6Yme15LC8=&h=3240&w=4320&sz=4972&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Q5tIC7SpqVIXaM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q%3Dminuteman%2Bshooting%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=t2k4Tb2BD4KBlAeq8IzvBg

The Old Burying Ground Is
across the street from the Common




The cemetery contains the graves
of 19 Revolutionary soldiers,

* Including two African-Americans
named Neptune Frost & Cato Stedman.

W, ] .~
o SRS, e e, 1 P

A granite shaft was placed on the spot.


http://www.geocities.ws/afka_bob/cambridge/camhist90.htm

May 1, 1775: Harvard was evacuated.

i i A R OEENY ST e Massachusetts Hall is today
the Harvard President’s office.



Most of the major leaders of the Revolution
INn Massachusetts had gone to school
at Harvard University

* John
Hancock |

e Sam
Adams

¢ JOhn who was more important,
but worried that nobody would

Adams remember him for anything !


http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://news.haverford.edu/blogs/amongfriends/files/2009/01/samuel-adams1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://satiricalpolitical.com/2010/03/08/liz-cheney-al-qaeda-7-eric-holder/&usg=__NyKJzfB-QuXZUiiL0ew7ecnQyQM=&h=330&w=301&sz=21&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=DmdzZYcH138seM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q%3Dsam%2Badams%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=mXA4TaXLAYKClAeF5N3KBg
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.planetware.com/i/photo/john-hancock-tower-boston-ma072.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.planetware.com/picture/boston-john-hancock-tower-us-ma072.htm&usg=__FILScrVOjyvSe2FtcDHiT3ikumM=&h=500&w=286&sz=144&hl=en&start=14&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=4SFW3QuIap_X6M:&tbnh=130&tbnw=74&prev=/images?q%3Djohn%2Bhancock%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=IXE4TZH7FcL6lwf4tc36Bg

« An army of 20,000 Americans gathered
at the Common and pitched their tents.

* On June 13 they marched off to
the Battle of Bunker Hill in Charlestown.

They went along the
Charlestown-Watertown
path (now Kirkland Street).

Marker maps show the way.




The Battle of Bunker Hill

— June 17, 1775.

—“Don’t fire until |[B8
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you see the whites of their eyes!”

— After the battle,
the Ruggles-Fayerweather House at 175 Brattle Street
was used as a hospital for the wounded.




George Washington

» After Lexington & Concord, John Adams
proposed to the Continental Congress

making George Washington commander
of the Continental Army.

 He arrived
In Cambridge
July 2, 1775.




General Washington is shown July 3, 1775,
taking command of the Continental Army.

From a drawing
by Paul Hawthorne, 1941.
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A monument
shows Washington taking command




The Sheraton Commander Hotel

 across Garden Street

* |s called that because Washington
was Commander in Chief.

* |t has a statue of him.



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.upfrontezine.com/travel/sheraton.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.upfrontezine.com/travel/cambridge.htm&usg=__evfqRWXN9UkUlTOvp1em4I-NHEU=&h=433&w=640&sz=56&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=AtSGSr6EcoJJmM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q%3Dsheraton%2Bcommander%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=4ew6TclTwvqXB_i1zfoG

The Sheraton Commander Hotel also has
a “diorama” showing Washington taking
command of the troops near a famous elm tree.



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.starwoodhotels.com/pub/media/607/she607ex.37080_md.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/photos/popup.html?propertyID%3D607&usg=__XxH6bz1CLaa5P6Sg0wCGyulmZeY=&h=230&w=343&sz=29&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=EYwwuyBP9RH1aM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q%3Dsheraton%2Bcommander%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=4ew6TclTwvqXB_i1zfoG

The Washington Gate
;.-;t}

explains to visitors
entering from
Harvard Square.

“Near this spot

on July 3, 1775,

4 George Washington

- ———— took command of
| the American Army.”



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm5.static.flickr.com/4114/4878948960_fbdb26c422.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/wallyg/page125/&usg=__6cROBgBPvcAsW7y-gxbDChdGIuo=&h=334&w=500&sz=139&hl=en&start=25&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Nz2PxSWJhK8Y3M:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q%3Dcambridge%2Bcommon%2Bmap%26start%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=MXs3TdHRFMX_lgfKn_ThBg

Where exactly was the Washington EIm?

e |t sat In the middle of what became Garden St.
* The tree finally fell over in 1923.

* They paved the street and just moved
the same monument to another tree !




But the story of the tree Is explained

* In other places.
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» Across the park,
a “scion” of the
Washington EIm
was grown
from a cutting.



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://131.111.69.66/~grant/wp/wp-content/uploads/2007/12/pc146784.jpg&imgrefurl=http://131.111.69.66/~grant/wp/tag/weather&usg=__LzMigH0lY8JWlrHVfpfzki63vC8=&h=766&w=1024&sz=332&hl=en&start=40&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=jvFVJYpr7UC9_M:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q%3Dcambridge%2Bcommon%2Bmap%26start%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=MXs3TdHRFMX_lgfKn_ThBg

Martha Washington

came from Virginia
to join her husband
iIn Cambridge.

They stayed on Tory Row in
the same house where
Longfellow later lived.

They attended a service at
Christ Church across the
street from the Common,

Dec.31, 1775. Itis still there.



http://www.cccambridge.org/images/_news/ChristChurch_1761_CambridgeMA_full.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/history/art/images/mw1p-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/history/art/images/mw1p-3.html&usg=__aRC2IdSfW4iLa9OguuBf-MoER-s=&h=500&w=300&sz=12&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=4oeVIEEIDLc7GM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=78&prev=/images?q%3Dmartha%2Bwashington%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=3eo6TZH1HcX6lwfG0LnTBg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fr.academic.ru/pictures/frwiki/76/Longfellow_National_Historic_Site,_Cambridge,_Massachusetts.JPG&imgrefurl=http://fr.academic.ru/dic.nsf/frwiki/1221812&usg=__qGrHlfhVET4TtXjg7GRlczNBIZA=&h=1920&w=2560&sz=1067&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=D9X3Sz7petG9pM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q%3Dlongfellow%2Bmemorial%2Bsite%2Bhouse%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=wWE4Tci_NoKBlAeq8IzvBg

Jan. 1, 17/6:
The Continental Army got a new flag

The “Cambridge flag” (or “Union flag”)



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_p4PkoeXYyOQ/SzJIP6lEV4I/AAAAAAAAFWM/jUhDxD1fcMI/s400/2415667480_8e28ddb755_b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://10engines.blogspot.com/2009/12/grand-union-flag_23.html&usg=__I3qs7DinUT55fMQ6LNP1PgmCPbM=&h=400&w=300&sz=34&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=L4sV9OcQWwOHbM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q%3Dcambridge%2Bflag%2Bunion%2Bflag%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=EvQ4TfeMJ8X6lwehyfDoBg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/misc/ourflag/flag2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/misc/ourflag/history3.htm&usg=__UoUbjI1xvuymvMAqZXid0aRylmE=&h=113&w=150&sz=12&hl=en&start=10&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=oB7IMePcHw-V_M:&tbnh=72&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q%3Dcambridge%2Bflag%2Bunion%2Bflag%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=EvQ4TfeMJ8X6lwehyfDoBg

The road from Boston to Philadelphia

January 24, 1776: John Adams passed through
the Common on horseback, on his way
to Philadelphia to help write

the Declaration of Independence.

— The road from Boston to New York & o
Philadelphia passed through Cambridge.

=

— The original stone marker
lles across the street ’
from Dawes Island.

It points the way to the bridge
across the Charles River.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/garrett/263617606/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/garrett/263617606/

The Declaration of Independence

* “We hold these truths to be self—ewdent
that all men are created equal...

It was agreed on July 4, 1776.

— S0 we celebrate the Fourth of July
 as Independence Day



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mommylife.net/archives/2009/07/04/DeclarationIndependence.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mommylife.net/archives/2009/07/declaration_of.html&usg=__bBNEWbyhfEgF1Izz70hM5r7YBiY=&h=343&w=296&sz=43&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=-GvFsKX9pAA9JM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q%3Ddeclaration%2Bof%2Bindependence%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=L_E4TfuzI8KqlAfNz_j5Bg

The British army holed up in Boston all winter.
Washington did not know how to get them out.

Henry Knox, the 25-year-old owner
of a Boston bookstore who had read
a lot of military books, joined the army.

He proposed a plan to Washington.

He went to Fort Ticonderoga,
300 miles away in New York.

— It had been captured
from the British in May.




Knox took the cannon from the fort, and
dragged them across the snow In giant sleds,

— arriving back in Cambridge Common
—on Jan. 24,1776,

— where he presented
them to Washington.




The British evacuation of Boston

* The British general Gage woke up and,
looking at Dorchester Heights, saw Knox's
cannons facing down at him from the hilltop.

 March 17, 1776: The British quickly left Boston.




Evacuation Day, March 17

* Boston celebrates Evacuation Day each year.

* The fighting moved on to New York and
then New Jersey,
never to return to
Massachusetts.

Some cannon left behind
by the British army were
brought to Cambridge
Common to mark the event.




The cannon on the Common were taken

from Fort Independence
which you can visit today in South Boston



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/00/16/f8/46/fort-independence.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tripadvisor.com/ReviewPhotos-g60745-d103642-r5775994-Castle_Island-Boston_Massachusetts.html&usg=__lKc5AX5LPL7XkAF_xO8_hF1IrJ4=&h=412&w=550&sz=64&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=vFUqZt3oU84ZFM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=133&prev=/images?q%3Dfort%2Bindependence%2Bboston%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4GGLL_enUS309US342%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=yAk7TZG0KMKBlAeV8azcBg

Abraham Lincoln

« 1863: Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address

* It begins by referring to 1776:
“Four score & seven years ago
our forefathers brought forth
on this continent a new nation,
conceived In liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal.”

 The Civil War Memorial,
with a statue of Lincoln,

dominates the center of
Cambridge Common.



http://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=489b606d-6e9f-4d94-a959-5ac00a4ca9b1&gid=3
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« Some famous fighters came from France
& Poland to join the American Revolution.

— They wanted to try out similar revolutions
In their own countries.

Memorials to Tadeusz Kosciuszko & Casimir Pulaski




Immigrants from lreland

* Irish Famine
(1847)

monument



